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Dear Colleague 
 
Enhanced Community Sentinel Surveillance of 
Respiratory Illness 
 
I am writing to thank you for your support to date in 
delivering the Community Surveillance of Respiratory 
Illness Programme during the pandemic, and to ask you 
to continue to gather the vital data that will inform the on-
going and future pandemic response. 
  
Thanks to your efforts, health professionals and 
government have used the insight provided by the current 
programme to inform scientific modelling and political 
decision-making around social interventions. 
 
The latest extension has afforded colleagues from Public 
Health Scotland (PHS) the opportunity to review the 
current system and put forward a proposal for a sentinel 
programme to be implemented this winter season. 
 
This proposal, led by PHS and supported by the GP 
Clinical leads network and the Scottish Government 
Policy Team, seeks to: 
 

 gather a wide, statistically robust sample of the 
Scottish population, to understand the rate of 
positivity and incidence, clinical presentation and 
changes of COVID-19 and flu/RSV over 
demography, geography, and time;  

 enable early reporting of rising activity to support 
and facilitate winter preparedness; 

 support local intelligence, local service response 
and local patient clinical management; and 

 support analysis of vaccine effectiveness against 
COVID-19 as well as influenza. 

From the Chief Medical Officer 
Dr Gregor Smith 
_________________________ 
 
 25 October 2021 
  
_________________________ 
 
SGHD/CMO(2021)29 
_________________________ 
 
Addresses  
 
For action 
NHS Board, Chief Executives  
NHS Board, Medical Directors 
NHS Board, Nursing Directors 
NHS Boards, Primary Care Leads 
NHS Board, Hub and Assessment Centre 
Leads 
NHS Board, Directors of Public Health 
NHS CPHMS 
NHS Board, Diagnostic Laboratories 
NHS Reference Laboratories 
Health & Social Care Partnership Chief 
Officer 
________________________ 
 
Further Enquiries to: 
 
Matt McAleer 
3rd Floor, Atlantic Quay 
150 Broomielaw  
Glasgow  
G2 8LU 
Tel: 0141 242 5439 
Mobile: 07775 551696 
Email: Matthew .Mcaleer@gov.scot 
 
Public Health Scotland 
phs.f lu@phs.scot  

 
Recruitment into the programme will continue to utilise 
community assessment centres where they are still 
operating and will be supported by a number of GP 
practices covering the majority of mainland Health 
Boards. The ongoing commitment from colleagues across  
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this network will ensure data gathered is representative of the Scottish population through 
the collection of up to 1,000 patient samples each week. These will be tested by the 
Greater Glasgow Health Board laboratory for the whole of Scotland using a multiplex PCR 
for a range of respiratory viruses including influenza, RSV, and SARS-CoV-2. To maintain 
a robust, representative sample, Boards must seek to consistently deliver the required 
level of sample numbers across the season. 
 
Data collection will commence on 1 November with funding for this programme, including 
laboratory capacity, having been secured until the end of March 2022. We will keep the 
programme under review and any proposed changes or further extensions will be 
communicated to boards.  
 
Health Boards should continue to use their current covid funding to extend their 
community surveillance programmes. GP practices will be funded via Practitioner 
Services using the historical surveillance payment methods. 
 
The Enhanced Surveillance National team will continue to work closely with local leads to 
implement the surveillance protocol, as the physical locations for clinical assessment and 
testing adapt in preparation for the winter pressures.  
 
Thank you once again for your continued support in delivery of our surveillance system. 
 
Please get in touch with Public Health Scotland, if you have any queries. Email: 
phs.flu@phs.scot and mark for the attention of the Primary Care Enhanced Surveillance 
Team. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Gregor Smith 
 
Dr Gregor Smith 
Chief Medical Officer 
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