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Dear Colleague 
 
GENERAL DENTAL SERVICES 
 
1. AMENDMENT NO 126 TO THE STATEMENT OF 
DENTAL REMUNERATION 
2. MAXIMUM PATIENT CHARGE 
3. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – INFORMATION 
ON DENTISTS’ PUBLICATION SCHEME DUTY 
 
Summary 
 
1. This letter advises NHS Boards and Practitioner 
Services of the publication of an amendment to the 
Statement of Dental Remuneration, Amendment No 126, 
which takes effect from 1 June 2014, and also of the 
maximum patient charge for a single course of dental 
treatment. The Memorandum to this letter also reminds 
dentists’ of their duties under the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002. 
 
Action 
 
2. NHS Boards and Practitioner Services are asked to 
note: 
 

2.1 that with effect from 1 June 2014 the revised 
SDR comes into force including a 1.71% increase in 
the fee-scale for all courses of treatment started on 
or after 1 June 2014.  Practitioner Services will pay 
a supplement of 1.71% for courses of treatment 
started in April and May 2014 and for continuing 
care and capitation payments made in April and  
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May 2014.  Practitioner Services will make the backdated payments in the June 2014 
schedule paid in July.  The Memorandum to this letter provides more information; 
 
2.2 that the maximum patient charge for a single course of dental treatment will 
remain £384. 

 
3. NHS Boards are: 
 

3.1 asked to urgently issue the Memorandum to this letter to all dentist and dental 
bodies corporate on their dental lists; 
 
3.2 asked to note that contractors have been advised that they can view or 
download Amendment No 126 to the SDR at hhtp://www.scottishdental.org/.  A pdf 
version of Amendment No 126 has been provided to each NHS Board.  If an 
individual contractor cannot access the electronic version of Amendment No 126 a 
hard copy should be provided by the NHS Board on request. 
 
3.3 reminded of the need to ensure that they make Hospital Dental Service staff 
aware of the new scale of fees, which they require to calculate the proper patient 
charge element for certain dental appliances provided outwith general dental services. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
MARGIE TAYLOR 
Chief Dental Officer 
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MEMORANDUM TO NHS: 
PCA(D)(2014)5 

 
DENTISTS  
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE 
GENERAL DENTAL SERVICES 
 
1. AMENDMENT NO 126 TO THE STATEMENT OF DENTAL REMUNERATION 
2. MAXIMUM PATIENT CHARGE 
3. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – INFORMATION ON DENTISTS’ PUBLICATION 
SCHEME DUTY 
 
1. This Memorandum advises of the publication of an amendment to the Statement of 
Dental Remuneration, Amendment No 126, which takes effect from 1 June 2014, and also of 
the maximum patient charge for a single course of dental treatment.  It also reminds dentists’ 
of their duties under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 
 
Amendment No 126 to the Statement of Dental Remuneration 
 
2. Amendment No 126 is the full SDR.  This amendment will be available to view or 
download at http://www.scottishdental.org/.  NHS Boards have also been sent an electronic 
copy of the SDR.  If you do not have internet access or other means of accessing the full 
SDR electronically you should contact your NHS Board. 
 
Determination I (Scale of Fees – June 2014) 
 
3. Following the publication of the Doctors’ and Dentists’ Review Body (DDRB) report for 
2014/15 the Scottish Government has agreed that the gross remuneration for general dental 
practitioners should be increased by 1.71%. 
 
4. The new fee scale will apply to all courses of treatment started on or after 1 June 
2014.  Practitioner Services will pay a supplement of 1.71% for courses of treatment started 
in April and May 2014, and where appropriate, for continuing care and capitation payments 
made in April and May 2014.  Practitioner Services will make the backdated payments in the 
June 2014 schedule paid in July.  The new patient charge should be used for courses of 
treatment started on or after 1 June 2014. 
 
5. A few minor cross-reference changes have also been made.  These changes have 
been sidelined in Amendment No 126. 
 
Determinations II to XV 
 
6. The allowances, payments and grants payable under Determinations II to XV and the 
earnings required in order to qualify for these allowances, payments and grants remain the 
same.  
 
Maximum Patient Charge 
 
7. Dentists are asked to note that the maximum patient charge for a single course of 
dental treatment will remain at £384. 

http://www.scottishdental.org/
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Freedom of Information 
 
8. Dentists are asked to note the Annex to this Memorandum, which provides 
information from the Scottish Information Commissioner about a dentist’s duties under the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 
 
Enquiries 
 
9. Any enquiries arising from this Memorandum should be taken up with your NHS 
Board. 
 
 
 
Scottish Government Health and Social Care Integration Directorate 
8 May 2014 



 

 

  
 

ANNEX 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION – INFORMATION ON DENTISTS’ PUBLICATION 
SCHEME DUTY 
 
Did you know? 
 
General dental practitioners that carry out work on behalf of the NHS are subject to 
Scotland’s freedom of information (FOI) laws.  Put simply, this means that dentists must: 
 

 tell the public how to make information requests to them 

 respond to requests for information they receive, in line with their obligations under 
FOI laws  

 adopt and maintain a publication scheme, and publish information in line with that 
scheme.   

 
FOI law applies to any person providing general dental services under Part II of the National 
Health Services (Scotland) Act 1978, but only in respect of information relating to the 
provision of those services. 
 
The publication scheme duty 
 
FOI law requires that all general dental practitioners adopt and maintain a publication 
scheme.  This is a document which describes the information you proactively publish.  By 
“publish” we mean make readily available e.g. on your website or by having hard copies 
available on request. All publication schemes must be approved by the Scottish Information 
Commissioner.   
 
Renewing your publication scheme 
 
General dental practitioners last adopted an approved Model Publication Scheme in 2010.  
 However, this 2010 Model Publication Scheme for dental practitioners is due to expire on 31 
May 2014.  
 
You must therefore make new provisions for your publication scheme by 1 June 2014, 
or you will be in breach of your legal obligations under FOI law.   
 
The good news is that renewing your scheme should be fairly straightforward – especially if 
you have already adopted the 2010 Model Publication Scheme.  To ensure you have a 
renewed publication scheme in place from 1 June 2014, dental practitioners should: 
 

 Adopt the Scottish Information Commissioner’s single Model Publication Scheme 
2014 (MPS).  This means is that you must commit to publish everything you hold 
which is described in the MPS.  The Commissioner will assume you have adopted the 
MPS 2014 from 1 June 2014, so you won’t need to formally notify the Commissioner 
that you have done so.   
 

 Create a Guide to Information which lists the information you publish and tells the 
public how they can get it from you.   
 

 Make both these documents available to the public (e.g. posted on your website, hard 
copies available in your surgery, sent out on request).  
 



 

 

  
 

 Publish all the information which is set out in your Guide (you should be publishing 
most of this already) 

 
And remember, you don’t have to submit your guide, or a notification form to the 
Commissioner – just take the necessary steps by 1 June 2014 and you will be meeting 
your legal obligations. 
 
What should you do next? 
 
Visit the Commissioner’s website at www.itspublicknowledge.info/MPS to view the MPS and 
the guidance to help ensure you take steps to comply with your obligations.  The available 
resources include: 
 

 Guidance on adopting the MPS – we strongly urge you to read this first  

 The Model Publication Scheme 2014 

 A template for creating your own guide to information 

 A checklist to help you test whether your guide meets the Commissioner’s standards  

 A copy of the 2010 Model Publication Scheme for dentists (for reference only) 
 
BDA Scotland has also developed a template guide for some of its members.  The BDA’s 
resources are at www.bda.org/foisa 
 
Do I have to adopt the MPS? 
 
It is a legal requirement for all relevant dental practitioners to adopt a publication scheme, 
and the Commissioner strongly recommends the MPS approach.  Organisations that don’t 
adopt the MPS must submit a bespoke publication scheme, but the 2014 deadline for doing 
so passed on 30 April.  Bespoke scheme submissions are also very time consuming for 
authorities, and the MPS is the standard against which these are assessed, which is why the 
Commissioner recommends the MPS approach.    
 
Questions? 
 
Contact the Commissioner’s team at 01334 464610 or enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info if 
you have any questions. 
 
 
 
Scottish Information Commissioner 

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/MPS
http://www.bda.org/foisa
mailto:enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info

