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Dear Colleague 
 
GENERAL DENTAL SERVICES 
 
INCREASE IN THE PRIOR APPROVAL LIMIT – 
AMENDMENT OF THE NHS (GENERAL DENTAL 
SERVICES) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1996 
 
Summary 
 
1. This letter advises NHS Boards, Primary Care Trusts and 
Practitioner Services of an increase in the prior approval limit. 
 
Action 
 
2. NHS Boards, Primary Care Trusts and Practitioner 
Services are asked to note that the prior approval limit will 
increase from £270 to £280 with effect from 1 October 2003. 
 
3. Copies of the NHS (General Dental Services) (Scotland) 
Amendment (No 2) Regulations 2003, which bring this change 
into effect, will be sent to NHS Boards/Primary Care Trusts once 
they are available. 
 
4. Copies of the Memorandum to this letter are being sent 
under separate cover for urgent distribution to all dentists on 
NHS Board/Primary Care Trust lists. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
DR HAMISH WILSON 
Primary Care Division 

18 September 2003 
______________________________ 
 
Addresses 
 
For action 
Chief Executives,  
Primary Care Trusts  
 and NHS Boards 
 
Director, 
Practitioner Services 
 
For information 
Chief Executive,  
Common Services Agency 
 
______________________________ 
 
Enquiries to: 
 
Lynne Morrison 
Directorate of Service Policy & 
Planning 
Primary Care Division 
1 East Rear 
St Andrew's House 
EDINBURGH  
EH1 3DG 
 
Tel:  0131-244 2466 
Fax: 0131-244 2326 
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 MEMORANDUM TO NHS: 
2003 PCA(D)14 

 
DENTISTS  
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE 
GENERAL DENTAL SERVICES 
 
INCREASE IN THE PRIOR APPROVAL LIMIT – AMENDMENT OF THE NHS 
(GENERAL DENTAL SERVICES) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1996 
 
1. This Memorandum advises of an increase in the prior approval limit. 
 
2. The prior approval limit will be increased to £280 with effect from 1 October 2003.  
A copy of the NHS (General Dental Services) (Scotland) Amendment (No 2) Regulations 
2003, which amends Schedule 4 of the NHS (General Dental Services) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1996 to bring this change into effect, will be available at NHS Board/Primary 
Care Trust offices for inspection by dentists. 
 
 8. Any enquiries arising from this Memorandum should be taken up with your NHS 
Board/Primary Care Trust. 
 
 
SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
18 September 2003 
 


