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THE SCOTTISH OFFICE

NHS
MEL(1998)54

Department of Health

Dear Colleague

IMPLEMENTING REFORMS TO SPECIALIST DENTAL
TRAINING

Summary

1. On 7 October 1997 I announced the commissioning
date for the specialties of Restorative Dentistry and
Dental Public Health which rolled out on 1 October
1997.

Action

2. I am now writing to notify the service of the
commissioning dates for the following specialties: Oral
Surgery, Surgical Dentistry, Endodontics, Periodontics,
Prosthodontics, Orthodontics and Paediatric Dentistry
(see Appendix A). -

‘3. I should be grateful if this information is

disseminated widely and brought to the attention of all
those who need to be involved to._ensure that they can
implement the changes.

Yours sincerely

GERRY MARR
Director of Human Resources

KMAO04707

NHS Management Executive
St. Andrew’s House
Edinburgh EH1 3DG

7th August 1998

Addressees

For action:
Chief Executives, NHS Trusts

General Managers, Health Boards
Executive Director and Dental
Director, Scottish Council for
Postgraduate Medical and Dental

Education

Postgraduate Medical Deans and
Director ’

Clinical Directors, Dundee and
Edinburgh Dental Hospitals

General Manager, Common Services
Agency

For information:
Deans of Dental Schools

Deans of Faculties of Medicine

Chief Executive, Health Education
Board for Scotland

General Manager, State Hospitals
Board for Scotland

Enquiries to:

Dr W B McQueen

Directorate of Human Resources
Dcpartment of Health

Room 62

St Andrew’s House
EDINBURGH EH1 3DG

Tel: 0131-244 2515
Fax: 0131-244 2837
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ANNEX A

IMPLEMENTATION OF CALMAN: ROLL OUT PROGRAMME FOR DENTAL
SPECIALTIES

Timetable

1. Dental specialty commissioning dates are as follows:
1 June 1998 1 July 1998
Oral surgery Orthodontics
Surgical Dentistry Paediatric Dentistry
Endodontics
Periodontics
Prosthodontics

Action Points

2. No new appointments to the registrar or senior registrar grades in these specialties
should be made after the specialty commissioning date. All higher specialist training
appointments advertised in these specialties will be for placements in Specialist Registrar
(SpR) training programmes.

3. Employers should follow the guidance outlined in MEL (1997)68 as regards
appointment and transition to the new grade.

4. You should also be aware that further guidance is provided in A Guide to Specialist

Registrar Training (February 1998) and the Interim Dental Supplement to a Guide to
Specialist Registrar Training (March 1996).
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