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THE SCOTTISH OFFICE

NHS : 2628

MEL (1994)21

National Health Service in Scotland
Management Executive

Dear Colleague

CERVICAL SCREENING IN SCOTLAND
CHANGES TO CENTRAL DATA COLLECTION RETURNS

Summary

1.

This letter announces the introduction
of a new ISD return which will provide
data on the uptake of the cervical
screening service, and improvements
(and renumbering) to the two existing
ISD returns on cervical smears
processed. A brief description of the
proposed new/revised forms, and the
effective dates is appended. Draft
copies of the revised forms are also
attached.

Background

2.

Central collection of data about
cervical screening in Scotland was
established to monitor the laboratory
aspects of cytology service. The data
currently collected are laboratory
based returns, reporting on cervical
smears tested, and are collated by

the Information & Statistics Division.
Since their introduction steps have
been taken to improve the consistency
of reporting and to introduce
definitions and standards for data
collection. These returns now provide
valuable performance monitoring data
on laboratory workload and reporting
times.

It has long been recognised that
population based data are required to
improve the information available for
the monitoring and evaluation of all
aspects of the cervical screening
service. Recommendations on the
information required to undertake this
were made in "The Strong Report'.
Development of a national minimum
dataset was subsequently initiated by
the National Cervical Information
Systems Working Group, an SOHHD
committee established to consider the
data requirements for the monitoring
and evaluation of the Cervical
Screening Programme in Scotland. The
Working Group were assisted by an
audit of the programme funded by the
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Clinical Resource and Audit Group (CRAG) and carried out.
with the co-operation of cervical screening co-ordinators in
all Health Boards. The report included further
recommendations on the collection of data useful for
programme monitoring.

4, The introduction of the new/revised ISD returns is the first
stage in the development and implementation of a
comprehensive dataset which will enhance the monitoring and
evaluation of the cervical screening services in Scotland.

Action

5. Health Boards and NHS Trusts should now ensure that the
required procedures and systems are in place to produce
these returns. ISD will contact you in the near future

about the practical details of data collection. Should you
have any enquiries with regard to the draft forms in the
interim, you should contact Mr Peter Knight, Room B018,
Information & Statistics Division, South Trinity Road,

Edinburgh EH5 33Q. (Tel: 031-552-5266 Ext: 2739) by
15th March 1994.

Yours sincerely

CV/X‘Q‘J>O
C B KNOX
Director of Information Services
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APPENDIX

DESCRIPTION OF NEW/REVISED FORMS

Annual Form ISD(D)4

This new form will collect information on the number and
distribution of women on whom smears were taken together with
results and population denominators. The form will be introduced
with immediate effect and will be used to record data relating to
the screening programmes for the year ending 31 December 1994.

Annual Form ISD(D)l1a

This form is very similar to and supersedes the current ISD(D)1
form which collects information annually on laboratory based
smear tests, and histology information. The revised form, which
differs form the current one in respect of the age groups used,
will take immediate effect and will be used to record data
relating to smears processed during 1994.

Quarterly Form ISD(D)1Q

This form is also very similar to and supersedes the current
quarterly ISD(D)1(88) form which collects information on
laboratory based smear tests. The revised form differs from the
current form only in the collection of greater detail in
laboratory reporting times. This form will take effect from

1 2pril 1994 and the first return will relate to the quarter
ending 30 June 1994.
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