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On the Links and Resources page you will also find links to other websites which are sources of information about advocacy, links to the sites of advocacy projects, and links to information that may be useful to those involved with Independent Advocacy.
Scottish Health On the Web


At the time of writing this site was not live but is scheduled to come online by the end of April beginning of May 2002.
Scottish Human Services Trust


Scottish Human Services Trust (SHS) believe that people of all ages and abilities have the right to the supports and services they require to enable them to participate fully in their communities.
Evaluating Frameworks for Public Involvement

Health in Partnership Programme


The programme has 12 projects under this initiative that explore the variety of methods of getting the public involved in health services.
Institute for Public Policy Research


A report of the Guardian and IPPR awards for 2001.
Signposts, a practical guide to public and patient involvement in Wales


This guide to patient and public involvement provides information and advice to NHS Organisations about how to develop work in patient and public involvement.
The Aspen Institute


The Roundtable on Comprehensive Community Initiatives is a forum in which people engaged in the field of comprehensive community initiatives (CCIs) can meet to discuss the lessons that are being learned by initiatives across the country
General Information

Altering Attitudes


Altering Attitudes is a project funded by the European Commission and is looking at a range of training methods and approaches used by equality trainers to tackle discrimination based on race, age, sexual orientation and disability.
British Medical Association
The British Medical Association (BMA) is both the doctors' professional organisation and an independent trade union protecting the professional and personal interests of its members.  It is the voice of the profession and conveys views on health policy.
Cabinet Office - Service First


"This site brings together two important aspects at the heart of public services - meeting user needs and helping to improve the effectiveness of Departments, agencies and the wider public sector."

Centre for Health Information Quality


This site is dedicated to ensuring that all patient information is clear and evidence based.

Designed to Involve


The  Designed to Involve initiative was funded by the Health Department in October 1999 for two years with the aim of developing public involvement practice in Primary Care in Scotland.  This site is now being run by the Involving People Team.
DISCERN


The DISCERN website is an experimental site consisting of an online version of the DISCERN instrument and handbook. The handbook is designed to help you understand and use DISCERN effectively.
Doctor / GP Website


Contains information on GP's and Practices all over the UK
Inclusive Education in Scotland


This site contains News, a discussion forum, various related links and some downloads.  You can add a news item or a comment to this site.
Joseph Rowntree Foundation


The Foundation is the largest social policy research and development charity in the UK and places great emphasis on disseminating the findings of its work and engaging with policy-makers and practitioners to develop better policies and practices.

National Association of Patient Participation


National Association for Patient Participation: access the facilities that NAPP offers to member groups.  Non members may learn of a Patient Participation Group in their area or how to start one.
Neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation


The Neighbourhood Initiatives Foundation is a charity, specialising in community participation, training and development and work with local authorities, housing associations, voluntary agencies and community groups.
New Economics Foundation


The New Economics Foundation is bringing together the ideas, people, resources and influence to challenge business-as-usual. New Economics also published "Participation Works: 21 Techniques of Community Participation for the 21st Century"
NHS Direct


There is a self-diagnosing tool on this site allowing for basic illnesses to be identified from symptoms and gives possible courses of action.
Open Futures


Since March 1997, Open Futures has facilitated 51 events involving over 3000 people.  They have lists of the events they have facilitated demonstrating the wide use of the methods used by a variety of different organisations.
Organising Medical Networked Information


A web page used as access to Internet information and resources relating to medicine, health and other related topics.
Partners in Change


"Bringing together people who have experience of health services and people who work in health services.  Helping develop local and national arrangements for partnership and greater involvement of people in the NHS in Scotland.
Patient and Public Involvement Virtual Resource Centre


Still in it's infancy but is hoping to have information, tools and practical examples which are available to anyone.

Picker Institute Europe


Information about measuring people's experiences of health care and using this information to improve the provision of health care.
Primary Care Learning Association


Website supporting individuals and organisations that are involved in the training and education of people within the Primary Care sector.
Scottish Community Development Centre
This site looks at Community Development and has a variety of information on publications and conference reports.  This site also has links to the Community Health Exchange (CHEX)
Scottish Development Centre for Mental Health


The Scottish Development Centre for Mental Health provides advice and assistance to agencies planning and developing mental health services - particularly around the development of partnership working.  They also undertake research and training.
Scottish Health on the Web


This site has numerous links to most, if not all, things health related including organisations, health councils and trusts the length and breadth of Scotland.
The Institute of Development Studies


"IDS is an internationally-renowned centre for research and teaching on development, established in 1966. IDS also hosts many innovative information and knowledge management services."
Wisdom Library of Health Sites


Huge numbers of links relating to almost every possible topic within the Primary Care remit.  Very nicely categorised and set out.
Local Health Councils

Argyll and Clyde Local Health Council



Ayrshire and Arran Local Health Council



Dumfries and Galloway Local Health Council



Fife Local Health Council



Forth Valley Local Health Council



Grampian Local Health Council



Greater Glasgow Local Health Council



Lothian Local Health Council



Scottish Association of Health Councils



Tayside Local Health Council



Official Bodies

Audit Commission


Website for the organisation, which promotes the best use of public money.  Has National Reports, performance indicators and Gateway Links.
Central Office for Information


Website for the Governments' Marketing and Publication Specialists.  Has case studies, facts and figures and a links page to other sources of information.
Clinical Resource and Audit Group (CRAG)


CRAG leads the way for promoting Clinical Effectiveness in Scotland.  Funds Clinical Effectiveness programmes and advises the Scottish Executive Health Department.
Clinical Standards Board for Scotland (CSBS)
This organisation has the task of developing and running a system of quality assurance and accreditation of clinical services.  One page site with information on how to contact CSBS, their role and remit and their membership.
Department of Health


This site contains a database of publications produced by the Department of Health and circulars as well as Press releases.
Government Information Site


This is a website offering a vast amount of information to almost every topic the Government have an interest in.
Health Education Board for Scotland


Gives leadership to others relating to health education.  Also has training materials and resources, a selection for new items an HEBS Update.
National Consumer Council


The body responsible for promoting what is right for the consumer - irrespective of who they are, all must be considered.
Scottish Consumer Council


Scottish equivalent of the National Consumer Council set up in 1975 top promote consumers rights, especially those who are disadvantaged.
Scottish Council Foundation


Contains information on publications and provides an online forum for discussion on a variety of issues relating to social, economic and governance issues.
Scottish Executive


The Scottish Executive is the devolved government for Scotland. It is responsible for most of the issues of day-to-day concern to the people of Scotland, including health, education, justice, rural affairs, and transport.
Scottish Human Services Trust


Scottish Human Services Trust (SHS) believe that people of all ages and abilities have the right to the supports and services they require to enable them to participate fully in their communities.
Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network (SIGN)


Purpose to improve clinical effectiveness by developing, publishing and circulating guidelines to promote good clinical practice.
Scottish Policy Net


This site is about developing strategic conversation for social, economic and cultural change.  This site contains information on projects and publications as well as contact details and a variety of links.
UK Parliament Site


Has links to the House of Commons and the House of Lords including access to their publications, business and notes on the members.
Representative Bodies

National Board for Nursing, Midwifery and Health Visiting in Scotland


NBS is the statutory body responsible for ensuring standards of education and training for nurses, midwives and health visitors in Scotland.
Royal College of General Practitioners


The body responsible for maintaining the highest possible standards in general medical practice.
Royal College of Midwives


Working to advance the interests of midwives and the midwifery profession.
Royal College of Nursing


Their mission is "promoting excellence in care through the science and art of nursing"
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow


Aim is to "advance the highest standards of medical and surgical care"
Royal Pharmaceutical Society


The Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPSGB) works to promote development of higher standards of practice to safeguard public health.
Research and Publication Groups

Aberdeen University Health Service Research Unit


The national remit of the Health Services Research Unit (HSRU) is to research the best ways to provide health care, and to train those working in the health services in research methods.  This has a lot of information on research techniques and methods.
College of Health


The website for the national charity set up to represent patient interests and patient-centred care.
Journal of Interprofessional Care


This website has been designed to provide readers of the Journal of Interprofessional Care with a source of additional information about interprofessional education, practice and research including the Centre for Advancement of Interprofessional Care.
King's Fund


Carries out research and development work in order to gain for better health policies and services.  Main focus is to improve the health of Londoners through making changes happen in health and social care.
Research for Communication and Public Involvement


Provides research results and practical tools for those with public involvement remits, especially those in Research and Development.
Resource Discovery Network


The RDN is a free Internet service dedicated to providing effective access to high quality Internet resources for the learning, teaching and research community.  The service is primarily aimed at Internet users in further and higher education.
Stirling University Department of Nursing and Midwifery


Research into Nursing and Midwifery areas.  Also researches pain ethics and mental health.
The National Organisation for Adult Learning


A website promoting adult continuing education.  Work undertaken through a variety of methods and has a list of publications including forth-coming titles.
Social Inclusion

Communities for Health


Communities for Health support people to play active roles in planning and implementing action to help improve the health of communities.
Under Represented Groups 

Children & Young People

Children in Scotland


The website for professional organisations and people working with Children in Scotland.  Aims to promote policies that will improve the lives of Children in Scotland.
Family Futures


The Family Futures Project aims to build a national infrastructure of skills and experience in person centred planning with children and families to encourage new and different ways of thinking to encourage this to happen.
National Youth Agency


The NYA promotes the voice of youth and promotes young people's development both socially and personally through advancing youth work.
The Child and Family Trust


Aim to develop ways in which emotional / behavioural problems for children and their families.  This website has details of projects that are being carried out and publications which are available including an online order form.
United Nations Youth Information Network


Aims to increase the awareness of youth within the United Nations and to give them a voice.
Dementia

Alzheimer Scotland - Action on Dementia


Alzheimer Scotland is Scotland's leading dementia charity.  We provide services and campaign actively to help people with dementia and their families and carers.  This site is for people with dementia, carers, family members amongst others.

Disabled People

Deliberate Diversity


Older people and disabled people are under-represented in the workforce. This is both unfair and costly for individuals, for employers and society.  Deliberated Diversity will examine the challenge of creating a more inclusive workforce.
Partners in Policymaking


Partners in Policymaking is an internationally recognised leadership development programme for disabled adults and parents of disabled children.  The course gives people the skills, knowledge and confidence they need to work more effectively.
Scottish Accessible Information Forum


SAIF aims to make information more accessible to everyone who needs it. SAIF supports the rights of disabled people and carers in having access to timely and accurate information about a wide range of services.
Scottish Connections Disability


Offers a variety of services such as website design and auditing of your existing website.  Also has a discussion forum for disability issues.
United Nations Persons with Disabilities


Aims to promote recognition and equality of people with disabilities internationally and globally.
People with Learning Difficulties

Common Knowledge


Common Knowledge is a programme established in 2000 and jointly financed by the Glasgow earning Disability Partnership and the European Social Fund. It seeks to build on and support inclusion within the city of Glasgow.
Mental Health

Allies in Change


The title 'Allies in Change' is used to reflect the way people who use services and the professionals who provide and plan services can work together to improve mental health services.
Better Futures


Better Futures is a Fife based project for people with severe and enduring mental health difficulties who want to explore new opportunities such as employment, training or education and other alternatives for a better future.
Framework News, Lanarkshire


The User and Carer Involvement Team enable mental health service users and their carers, families and friends to participate in the planning, development, monitoring and evaluation of services in Lanarkshire.
Mental Health matters


Because Mental Health matters!  Research, self-help, online support, listing of chat lines and message boards, alternative treatments, the law, psychology articles, patient rights, finding a therapist, doctor or support group.
MIND


Leading mental health charity in England and Wales.  The website has up-to-date press releases, publication lists and details of forthcoming events.
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health


Develops effective ways in which to deliver Mental Health Services.  This site has information on forthcoming events, details of publications and a list of current and forthcoming work.
Scottish Association for Mental Health


SAMH is the leading mental health organisation in the voluntary sector in Scotland and have acquired considerable experience of developing successful community care services and of working collaboratively with a range of statutory agencies.
Young Minds - the children's mental health charity


Has information for parents, young people and for professionals.  Young Minds is the National Charity for improving children's and young people's mental health.
Older People

United Nations Programme on Ageing


This site contains information on the UN Programme relating to ageing.  It has access to reports on the ageing of society as a whole and has a database on policies and programmes.
People from Black and Ethnic Minorities

Black Environment Network


Contains information on the Black Environment Network and the work that they do.  There are also contact details for BEN.
Black Information Link


Lots of links, articles, publications and topical information relevant to a variety of related topics.
People in Poverty

ATD Fourth World


ATD Fourth World is a human rights organisation working in partnership with families experiencing long-term poverty, to develop their potential and to enable them to participate fully in the life of their communities.
Women

United Nations Women Watch


This website contains information on a variety of subject matters from throughout Europe. Although not directly related to primary care it can present useful information on related topics on involvement.
Volunteering & Voluntary Organisations

National Association for Patient Participation


N.A.P.P. aim to further the communication between Patient Participation groups and N.A.P.P. as well as between the Groups themselves; it also has a forum on Patient Participation which you can take part in.
Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations


This is the website for the SCVO which represents voluntary organisations in Scotland with the aims of promoting their independence and encouraging them to realise their potential.
Volunteer Development Scotland


The VDS site contains a wealth of information about Volunteering, Volunteering Events and Volunteer Initiatives.

