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Present:  Harry Scott (Chair), Scottish Government Health Directorates 
  Les Callaghan, NHS Dumfries and Galloway 
  Sorrel Cosens, Scottish Government Health Directorates 
  Clairinder Cowan, NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde 
  Brian Hunter, Scottish Ambulance Service 
  Peter Mackie, NHS Forth Valley 
  Martin Ward, Scottish Government Health Directorates 
  Allan Penman; NHS Ayrshire & Arran 
  Alan Robertson, NHS Lanarkshire 
  John Taylor, NHS Shetland 
  Baxter Tocher, Scottish Government Health Directorates 
  Richard Abel, NHS Grampian 
  Tom Gibson, NHS Fife 
  Alex McSorley, NHS Borders 
  Margaret Walters, NHS Orkney 
  Clairinder Cowan, NHS Greater Glasgow & Clyde 
  Lorrette Dunlop, NHS Ayrshire & Arran 
 
 
1. Apologies 
 
1.1  Yvonne McGrinder, Douglas Grewar, Helen Docherty, Mike Herriot 
 Pauline Jones 
 
2.  Welcome  
 
2.1  Harry welcomed all to the meeting.  
 
3.  Minutes and Actions of 5 June 2007  
 
3.1 The minutes of the last meeting were agreed.   
 
3.2 Mobile Decontamination Units 
 The business case for the mobile decontamination units was still pending awaiting the 
 outcome of the spending review later this year.  NHS Boards were to ensure that their 
 requirements were notified to the Health Emergency Planning Team as soon as possible, if 
 they had not already done so.  The new units are larger that the current ones and Gary 
 Hardacre had agreed to provide information regarding the spec and size so that NHS Boards 
 could make suitable arrangements for storage. 
 

Action: HEPO’s to inform HEPT of their NHS Board requirements 



 

 

 
3.3 Emergency Planning Guidance 
 
 Harry reported there had been a delay in the review of the Emergency Planning Guidance as 
 Sorrel had temporarily been working for the Public Health Team.  Sorrel reported that she 
 would look at the guidance on her return to the Emergency Planning Team. 
 
3.4 Telecommunications  
 
 Brian Hunter said the ambulance service had sufficient supplies of Airwave communication 
 equipment and could supply NHS Boards with extra sets should they be required during a 
 major emergency. Baxter informed the group that training on the equipment was part of the 
 package that came with them.  Harry said the purpose of Airwave was to replace the 
 emergency communications network which was now outdated and which would eventually be 
 withdrawn.  All NHS Boards would each receive one airwave set per board. 
 
3.5 Emergency Planning Awareness Courses 
 
 Harry said he had spoken with Gregor Lindsay on this matter.  ScoRDS was aiming to 
 decentralise these courses to make them more available across Scotland.  Concern had been 
 expressed by others that emergency planning officers were being expected to look after the 
 administration of the course with scarce resources.  It had been suggested that ScoRDS 
 continue to administer the courses centrally and this was being considered in light of the 
 comments that had been received. 
 
 
 
 
4.  Presentation on Anthrax    
 
4.1 Alex McSorley gave a full presentation on the Anthrax incident which he was involved with In 

the Borders at the beginning of the year. 
 
5.  Pandemic Flu Exercise 2008  
 
5.1 Harry announced to the group  there would be an exercise around September 2008 and 

ScoRDS would be sending out an invitation letter soon to SCGs .  Harry said lessons had 
been learned from the Winter Willow exercise particularly the need for more time for 
planning..  Harry informed the group that a National Planning Team would be set up. Sorrel 
Cosens said the dates of the exercise would be sent out in 4-6 weeks with more information. 
A meeting with John Craig, Exercise Planning Manager would be held on the 7th September 
2007 from which more details and information would be discussed.  

 
      Action: Sorrel Cosens 
 
5.2 Harry said it had been suggested that another Winter Willow type exercise in 2009 involving 

the whole of the UK might take place. 
 
6. Flooding in the UK  
 
6.1 Les Callaghan reported that due to the recent flooding down South, awareness has been 

raised and plans may be required to be looked at in Scotland.  Les asked the group if anyone 
had been involved with flooding plans. Harry said there most SCG areas had flooding 
contingency plans which were usually invoked at least once per year.  

 
6.2 John Taylor explained that in the Risk Assessment Plan for Shetland, one or two areas had 

been covered for flooding. Les said he believed the plan had to involve Public Health to look 
at the long term issues for health.  



 

 

6.3 Alan Robertson informed the group that Lanarkshire would be having an awareness session 
in December 2007.   

 
6.4 Harry recommended that Boards look at the plans and leaflets available on the Health 

Protection Agency (HPA) website  
  
7.  Scottish Water 
 

  
 Harry informed that group that on a recent visit to NHS Highland he had learned that after an 

incident where a water pipe leading to a healthcare facility had been fractured, Scottish Water 
had been able in some way to install a connecting valve to the building and were able to 
pump water from a tanker directly into the water supply system for the building.  Harry 
advised the meeting that members may wish to discuss this with their estates staff with a view 
to assessing whether any of their healthcare facilities might benefit from having such a 
system built in to them to cope with any failure of the water supply, instead of having to carry 
in bottled water. 

Action:  HEPOs to discuss with their estates departments 
  
 

    
 
9 Communications for ‘Out of Hours’ (OOH) doctors 
 
9.1 John Taylor had circulated a short paper stating the requirement to ensure communications 

between EMDC and OOC doctors in remote locations. John’s recommendation was that 
consideration is given to extend the NHS Airwave issue to remote areas, for OOH provision, 
where mobile phone coverage is intermittent.  Harry stated that it would be for each NHS 
Board to assess their need and acquire extra equipment if they deemed it necessary. 

 
10. Presentation on Glasgow Airport Incident  
 
 Brian Hunter gave a presentation on the Glasgow Airport Incident in June concentrating on 

Health and Ambulance Services and Health issues and the lessons that had to be learned. 
 
12. AOB 
  
 There was no further business to discuss. 
  
 
11. Next meeting 
 

• Wednesday 28 November, 10.30-13.00, Conference Room C & D, St Andrew’s House. 
 

 
 


