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Item 1: introduction
· Lorraine Currie welcomed everyone to the group thanked Tam Baillie for coming to the meeting and. For the benefit of Tam Baillie all members introduced themselves.
Item 2: Work of SCCYP 
Tam Baillie provided an overview of his work as SCCYP to the group. 
· Tam Baillie advised that he has 3 Aims to achieve as SCCYP:
· Raising awareness and understanding of the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Tam Baillie 

explained that the UNCRC was the “cornerstone” of the work 
relating to 
children and young people. Tam Baillie also explained that this work 
would aim to put forward a more positive image of children and young 
people.
· Safeguarding children’s rights. Tam Baillie also discussed ongoing 

commissioned work in this field looking at the impact on children 

who’s carers are imprisoned, Asylum Seekers and Human 

Trafficking. Sally Egan discussed with the group that Lothian 

was conducting a lot of work on “duty of care” for children of 

Asylum Seeking families.  

· Participation and engagement of young people. Tam Baillie 

explained that this was to be done on a mass scale through two 

main routes, Education and Social Care. Tam Baillie spoke about the 

“Right 
Blether” consultation, Tam Baillie explained that they are  
currently working with the Scottish Youth Parliament and the children’s 
Parliament and are identifying main topics for children and young 
people to vote on in November.

·   Tam Baillie discussed with the group 3 areas of concern which are: 

· Child Poverty 

· Early years 

· Financial Impact on children services.     
Tam Baillie concluded his introduction and the group watched “A Right Blether” promotional DVD.

Tam Baillie informed the group of the success of a “Glow” meet in Dundee and that his office was planning next year to hold “A Right Wee Blether” aimed at engaging children of nursery age. 

Item 2: Group Discussion

Lorraine Currie opened up for group discussion. 

· The group discussed the Early Years Framework and limitations of change. 

· The group further discussed the importance of a child’s first two years of life. John Froggatt explained that he believed that there was a lack of understanding on the importance of the first two years. Tam Baillie agreed with this and that it was a big task to change public perception. 
·  The group discussed funding of child services. Stephen McLeod put to the group the issue of moving money to child services. Tam Baillie believed that the issue was overall government budget not shifting money from latter year services to early years. Mandy Brotherstone explained that many of the changes are intergenerational, this was echoed by Jim Carle that there was difficulty in making an argument to those who will be retired by the time the change happens. 

· The group discussed the arrangements for voting and the birthday of the UNCRC. Tam Baillie explained that the object was to get people comfortable with the UNCRC, Sally Egan informed the group the Lothian had developed awareness sessions on UNCRC.

Lorraine Currie thanked Tam Baillie for coming to the meeting and informed him that he was welcome to contact the Child Health Commissioners if he wished to discuss anything. Child Health Commissioners will be very happy to give support to Mr Baillie in his work and wish him every success with his work plan.    

