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Dear Colleague 
 
REPORT OF THE MMR EXPERT GROUP: 
PUBLICATION OF SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE RESPONSE 
 
You will recall that we wrote to you on 29 April 2002 
(SEHD/CMO(2002)4 refers) regarding the publication of the 
MMR Expert Group Report and giving you a summary of the 
Group’s recommendations.  The Scottish Executive will shortly 
publish a formal response to the report.  It should be available in 
the publication section of the Executive’s website 
(http://www.scotland.gov.uk) from early November.   
 
We thought you would welcome some advance notice of this 
development, together with some information about how certain 
recommendations are being implemented, and your ongoing role 
in that process. 
 
One of the recommendations of the Group was that the Scottish 
Executive should take steps to improve the level and quality of 
information to parents whose children are due to be immunised 
with MMR.  In particular they recommended that parents receive 
basic factual information about MMR with the invitation to 
bring their child for vaccination and that HEBS should evaluate 
and develop the MMR Discussion Pack. 
 
HEBS has taken forward the evaluation of the MMR Discussion 
Pack issued to you in September of last year and also assessed 
the availability of the leaflet.  Initial findings suggest that: 
 
• Around a third of parents with children old enough to receive 

MMR had not seen a copy of the HEBS leaflet MMR - your 
questions answered, which should of course accompany the 
invitation for immunisation.  Around 80% of parents who 
had seen the leaflet thought it gave them all the information 
wanted and was useful. 
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• While nearly three quarters of parents who had seen the MMR Discussion Pack said it 

provided all or some of the information they wanted, only 1 in 8 of the parents questioned 
knew about the pack, and even fewer - 1 in 12 - had actually had an opportunity to look at 
it. 

 
We believe that there is a strong case for acting now to address these issues, rather than await 
completion of the evaluation process.   
 
Action Requested 
 
We would therefore be grateful if all NHS Boards could urgently review current arrangements 
in order to ensure that all parents receive a copy of the leaflet MMR - your questions 
answered with the invitation. 
 
In addition, we have asked HEBS to distribute further MMR Discussion Packs in an effort to 
ensure that parents have access to the information they may need.  We would be grateful if all 
recipients of this letter could take steps to ensure that parents asking about MMR 
immunisation have access to the pack, as was originally intended.   And, in order to actively 
publicise the purpose and availability of the pack, HEBS will shortly produce and distribute 
new posters and two additional copies of the MMR Discussion Pack to all general practices.  
On receipt, we would be grateful if you could ensure that these are displayed prominently to 
ensure that the availability of the MMR Discussion Pack is known to the vast majority of 
parents faced with a decision about immunising their child. 
 
HEBS more detailed evaluation of the MMR Discussion Pack is continuing, and should be 
concluded later this year. 
 
Our letter of 29 April also highlighted the Expert Group’s recommendation that NHS Boards 
should put in place systematic arrangements for providing further advice to parents who, 
despite discussions with their GP or other health professional, have concerns and questions 
about MMR or the particular circumstances of their child.  We are now formally asking NHS 
Boards to make these arrangements and would welcome a report from each NHS Board 
setting out what arrangements are now in place (or planned). We would be grateful if you 
could ensure that the reports arrive on or before 13 December 2002.   This material will then 
inform further consideration of what more we need to do to implement this recommendation 
in a consistent and systematic way across Scotland. 
 
Finally, you will recall that another recommendation asked the Executive to ensure that NHS 
Boards put in place adequate quality assurance mechanisms relating to the accuracy and 
completeness of recording of vaccination data.  The Executive’s formal response will confirm 
our intention to initiate an audit process in November 2003 in order to assess Boards’ 
responses to this requirement. We will let you know more about the manner and structure of 
this audit process, as detailed planning work is taken forward. 
 
As we expect you know, MMR uptake figures published recently for the quarter to 30 June 
2002 showed an increase of 1% to 88.6%.  This small increase is welcome, and may reflect 
our combined efforts to work closely with parents of children eligible for MMR vaccination  
 



   

CMOltr MMR SE Response.doc 

 
 
in order to satisfy their need for information and enhance their capacity to make an informed 
decision.  We are of course very grateful for all you have been doing - but clearly we must ask 
you to continue to focus on this important issue. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

  
 
DR E M ARMSTRONG MISS ANNE JARVIE 
Chief Medical Officer Chief Nursing Officer 
 
 


